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Introduction 

 
 
In the planning for the re-opening of AIS in the fall 2020-2021, the health, safety and well-being of 

students and staff remains at the top of our priorities. The education department has decided for 

schools to re-open for teachers and staff on September 2, 2020 and students to return on 

September 8,2020. Kindergarten to Grade 9 students will return for five days of in-class instruction. 

Our school planning will include all three scenarios and we will be prepared to follow any scenario 

based on the public heath situation at the time.  To ensure there will be no interruption to the 

students learning with the evolving pandemic, blended learning will be incorporated into all the 

scenarios.  All scenarios will support continued learning and wellbeing during the pandemic.  
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Institutional Preparedness 

 

• The school will continue to reinforce the cleaning protocols that were implemented in June 

2020. 

• Classrooms will be configured to support physical distance with the use of multipurpose rooms 

such as the gym.  

• Two meters of physical distancing is required to the greatest extent possible. There will be at 

least one meter of physical distancing between the students as they sit in their desks.  

• Students will remain within cohorts (groups of students) to reduce exposure to others and 

cohorts will distance themselves from other group to limit exposure. The maximum cohort size 

is not more than 75 students and each cohort will arrive, depart, and participate in school 

activities without interaction as much as possible with members from other cohorts.  

• Signage will be installed to promote physical distancing and there will be marks on the floors 

where any lines are to form both inside and outside the school.  

• The school will have to be deep cleaned daily and sanitation will occur repeatedly throughout 

day and between shifts. 

• Cleaning and disinfecting objects and surfaces that are often touched: desks, doorknobs, light 

switches, keyboards, gym equipment, games, art supplies, and electronic devices. These high 

touch surfaces will be cleaned at least twice daily. 

• Posting information and signs in the hallways, classrooms and around the school about social 

distancing, cleaning, and other heath measures. 

• Encourage frequent handwashing using soap and the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizer when 

hand washing is unavailable. 

• Increased monitoring of hand cleaning supplies to ensure an ample supply at all sinks.  

• School schedule will be adapted to facilitate frequent hand-washing breaks, staggered recesses 

and lunch breaks, and physical distancing measures placed in classrooms and bathrooms. 

• Posting signs in the bathrooms on how to wash hands properly (20 seconds). 

• Limit the number of students using the washrooms to 2 students at a time. 

• Water fountains will remain closed. Students are encouraged to bring their own reusable 

water bottles. 

• Minimize or limit parents and visitor access to the school. 

• Entry and exit points will be managed to avoid congestion.  

• Ensure sanitation in the classrooms. 

• Use individual desks for seating or barriers between students if using the big tables (scenarios 

2,3). 



 

 

4 

 

• For grades 7-9, additional adaptations will be implemented to minimize student circulation and 

mixing of students from different classes. The teachers will circulate between the classes to 

teach their respective subjects instead of the students.  

• Kg-Grade 4 will pray in cohorts in the gym if it is not in use for classes. Grades 5-8 will pray in 

cohorts in the second-floor hallway.  

 

Safety and Health Protocols 

 

• Have a private and comfortable space where students who become ill can isolate until they are 

picked up by a parent from school.  

• If a student or staff member tests positive for Covid19 the principal will contact public health 

officials for advice and recommendations to be implemented.  

• Students grade 5 and up, teachers, staff and visitors are strongly recommended to wear non-

medical masks in areas where physical distancing of 2 meters is not possible. Students under 

Grade 5 can also use non-medical masks.  

• The school will regularly and accurately record student attendance and keep track of all visitors 

and employees that access the building to facilitate contact tracing.  

• Students and staff are asked to stay home if they show any cold or flu like symptoms. 

• Staff members will be allowed to leave immediately if showing cold-like symptoms 

• The school will not schedule assemblies and gatherings that exceed public health advice. 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) will be available for students who become ill at school 

and for the staff monitoring them. 

• No sharing of food or school supplies. 

• As always, the students will have lunch and snacks at their desks. 

• The parents will be allowed to visit school for all inquiries after student’s dismissal or by 

appointment with teachers.  

• There will be screening protocols for all people entering the school and limitations regarding 

visitors. All visitors and volunteers must adhere to self-screening, physical distancing, and 

recommended hygiene practices. 
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Students and Families Preparedness 

 

• Letters and emails will be sent out to parents regarding safety protocols/guidelines. 

• Parents are expected to screen their children every morning before they are sent to school.  

The Manitoba Screening tool should be used as guide: 
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/.  

• Parents and caregivers are responsible for ensuring their children are not displaying 

symptoms before sending them to school. 

• Students should self-isolate and not enter the school if they:  

o are experiencing symptoms suggestive of COVID-19  

o  have travelled outside Manitoba in the previous 14 days (outside of areas excluded by 

public health orders, which currently exclude locations in Western Canada, the 

territories, and Ontario west of Terrace Bay)  

o are a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19  

o are awaiting a COVID-19 test result (excluding persons tested as part of voluntary 

asymptomatic surveillance for COVID-19, as they do not need to isolate) An up-to-date 

list of symptoms can be found at https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/about/index.html. 

• We will deliver information to students and families through email, telephone, and messages 

sent through platforms used in remote learning. Teachers will also use their classroom 

websites. 

• Communication with parents/guardians to be aware of any circumstances and highlight the 

needs of the students. A communication plan will be established to inform parents on 

student-specific planning whether at school or at home. 

• Communicate with parents/guardians the expectations for in-class attendance and 

participation in remote learning. Students are expected to attend in-class learning; if remote 

learning is included as part of their learning plan, they will be expected to participate in that 

as well.  

• For students who are unable to attend school due to with health conditions, we will be using 

on-line platforms (Seesaw, Google Classrooms, Edmodo, Zoom) but also allow for take-home 

packages.  

• The classroom teachers and physical education teacher will focus on mental health strategies 

such as ways to ease anxiety, reinforce the availability of communication with the teachers, 

and have access to the Kids Help Phone number. 

  

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
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Learning Preparedness  

 

• Teachers will use the Manitoba Recovery Learning Document to facilitate the transition from 

home learning to in-class learning 

• We will be giving out tests for Math and ELA to determine what levels the students are at and 

identify weaknesses and strengths. 

• Students will be assessed using running records (PM Benchmarks) and Words Their Way 

spelling assessment. They will be assessed on the 2019/2020 math curriculum outcomes. 

• Students needing recovery learning will work one on one or in small groups with an EA. They 

will receive an extra take home package if necessary. 

• There will be a large focus on the social-emotional well being of the students and staff.  

• Previous teachers will communicate with receiving teachers to discuss student and class 

needs. A detailed list of students that will need extra support, the type of support and if time 

will be needed for the child to review the previous year’s curriculum in September will be sent 

to the following year’s teacher.  

• The first weeks of school will focus on conducting assessments and identifying and addressing 

any gaps in learning. Teachers will re-teach any concepts in Literacy and Numeracy that 

students are struggling with before moving onto new content.  

• Grade 1:   key focus will be on Literacy, Numeracy, and other curricular areas as time and 

resources permit. 

• Grades 2-9: key focus will be on English Language Arts, Math, science and other curricular 

areas as time and resources permit. 

• The school will ensure that all students have access to a laptop at home for remote learning.   



 

 

7 

 

 

Staff Preparedness 

 

• Staff must be educated about the health orders given by the government including the use of 

the online COVID-19 screening tool to ensure that they are following the proper protocols. 

•  Staff must spend time with their students educating them about these orders to ensure that 

everyone is on the same page and completely understands these protocols and follows them 

properly. 

• Teachers will have access to hand sanitizer and facemasks. There will be a limit to the number 

of teachers that can access common areas such at the staffroom. 

• Information on self monitoring and how to manage a suspected case of Covid-19 will be 

provided to all staff. 

• Arrangements such as working from home will be made for any staff who have underline 

health problems that make them more vulnerable to Covid-19.  

• Planning for any necessary health and safety training for all staff. 

• There will be professional learning focus on Covid-19 priority areas such as recovery learning, 

mental health and well being, and strategies for remote learning. 
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